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Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Amos 6:1a, 4-7    1 Timothy 6:11-16    Luke 16:19-31 

 
 

Reflection by: Anne Whalen Cerchio, OPA 
 
We see in first reading, that the wealthy of Zion and Mount Samaria are leading the 
"good life.” They have comfort, good food to eat, wine to drink and anoint themselves in 
fine oils. They are so absorbed in their wealth and pleasure; they don't even care about 
the ruin of the people of Judah and Israel. Amos tells us, they will be the first to go into 
exile. 

Paul makes it clear in the second reading the path we are to pursue as children of God—
righteousness, devotion, faith, love patience and gentleness. We are to bear witness to 
the immortal Jesus Christ, the Son of God, until he comes in glory as “the King of kings and 
Lord of lords.” 

Luke's Gospel lays it all on the line. He speaks of a wealthy man who dressed richly and 
ate lavishly every day. Lying at his door was a poor man, Lazarus, starving and covered 
with sores. He would have been grateful for crumbs from the rich man's table. But the 
wealthy man ignored his need, and Lazarus died on the doorway. The angels came and 
carried him to paradise. 

The rich man died and was buried and was in torment. He saw Abraham with Lazarus at 
his side. He asked that Lazarus be sent to dip his finger in cool water and cool his burning 
tongue. Abraham reminded him that he had received what was good during his lifetime 
while Lazarus received what was bad. There was no way for the wealthy man to come to 
Abraham. He asked Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his five brothers to change to 
their lives. Abraham responded, if they will not listen to Moses and prophets, they will not 
listen to someone risen from the dead. 

It is the heart of the followers of Christ to live generously, with kindness, with concern for 
others and their needs, to share what we can to make the road easier for our fellow 
travelers, as we wait in joyful hope of the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 


